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UM RESEARCH OFFERS HOPE FOR VICTIMS OF SPINAL-CORD DAMAGE -  Victims 
of brain and spinal cord damage may someday have a much-improved quality of life, thanks to 
research in progress by Richard Bridges, an associate professor of pharmaceutical sciences at The 
University of Montana—Missoula. Bridges studies mechanisms that protect brain cells from 
damage and death. Injury to the brain from any cause triggers "deleterious pathways," and he and 
fellow researchers are trying to figure out what those pathways are and how to block them with 
different drugs. Bridges grows brain cells in a tissue culture laboratory to find out how they 
respond to injury and how to make them healthier and better survivors. Because brain and spinal 
cord cells, once dead, cannot be replaced, he hopes to learn how to help surviving neurons 
compensate and how to keep the brain or spinal cord functioning with fewer cells. Bridges is 
available at (406) 243-4972.
m
Note: Bridges does much of his research in UM’s brand-new "core" tissue culture laboratory. 
This core, or shared, facility may be used by any person on campus who needs to grow brain 
or other specialized mammalia cells. To arrange a laboratory tour, call Bridges.
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